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NEW DELHI— The hottest poUUcal 
issue in India these days is who was 
the CIA informer in todira Gandhi’s 
Cabin during the 1971 war in Bang- 
ladesh. 

The question was raised 11 days ago 
by Gandhi, who is making a comeback 
after suffering a humiliating defeat in* 
the March 1977 elections. So far she 
has embroiled both of the political 
parties opposing her while managing 
herself to stand clear. \ ^ .. t 

The American CIA is us^ rimtinely!^ 
as a whipping boy in Indian elections. 

This time, the ' ^ammunitibn * waa 
handed to Gandhi on a silver 
in the form of a critical biography oy, ^.toyestlgation to 
Thomas Powers, of former spy chief, former ‘ ‘ 
Richard Helms, entitled ‘The ' Man- ^ 



Pakistan — the Cabinet member was 
able to answer a CIA question and re- 
port that the Indians planned to ex- 
tend the war to West Pakistan. ^ 
Acceding to Powers’ book, Nixon 
called that information one of the 
most ^bly pieces of intelligence he 
ever, got from the CIA . ... , 

• In add; fOtxr leading politicians in; 
the two nnti-Gandhl parties . were' 
members df iher Cabinet in Ope* 

of them, Jagjivan Ramr^efiHiae minis-^v 
ter in 1971;' lias denied a p\d)Uc^ dccp-4 
sation that pe was the CIA informer,'' 

: . Anoih^2t^P^^/ Prime |d£biilite^^ 
T.R. piiiva^^ance minister in 1^^ 



Who Kept the Secrets.” 

In the book, which is not yet avail- 
able here, Powers tells how in August 
1971, an informer in Gandhi’s Cabinet 
told Che CIA that the Soviet Union 
had signed a friendship treaty with 
India to forestall Indian recognition 
of Bangladesh. 

Later that year, with India fighting 
Pakistan in Bangladesh — then East 



Ram nd Cbavan are major figu^; 
in the Janata and Lok Dal parties, the 
major opponents of Gandhi’s Con- 
gress in the Jan. 3 elections. Splinters 
of the coalition that defeated her in 
1977, they aow spend as i much time 
fighting each other as they do battling 
her party. < 

Ram, the\^ nndi$ptited leader of Inr ; - 
dia's Untoubhiible-'caste, to the odly 
Janata leader who -was-in Gandhi’s^ - 
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1971 Cabinet. But there are three Lok 
Dal members — Chavan, C. Subrama- 
nian, the present defense minister, 
and, Karan Singh, the pre^t educa- 
tion minister— who were in that Cabi- 
net . n J > j 

* Charan Singh, the caretaker prime 
mintotoir:and head'of the Lok Dal, has 
said jthat^no niembers of his present 
\ Cabinet waa the^CIA informer. 

Oddly .enough, none of the informa- 
tion revealed in Powers’ book was 
new. Columnist Jack Anderson re- 
v’ ported in 1971; when he uncovered the 
Nixo&i^ls^inger “tilt toward Paki- 
stan,”' that CIA received informa- 
tion on Indian intentions from a mem- 
ber of ^andhi's Cabinet 
111 fact; Powers included the infor- 
mation in his book as an illustration 
of how: upset the CIA was about intel- 
ligence leaks from high in the execu- 
tive branch. The CIA, Powers wrote, 
“was not about to tell every junior 
desk officer government that it had 
an agent in Indira Gandhi’s Cabinet.” 
When Gandhi told a' Nov. TO politi- 
cal rally in Kampur about the CIA in- 
former in her Cabihet, she said she 
had not .seen the book but had been 
sent a copy the sation Involving 
her.. — — V. .j 
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Stirs Furor in India 






Two days later the Ministry of Exter- 
nal Affairs, on the direct orders of For- 
eign Minister S.N. Mishra, released 
the excerpt ^ 

Since then. Prime Minister Singh's 
caretaker government has been trying 
to pin the charge of: CIA agent- on 
Ram. Singh hinted that Ram was' the 
man who informed the CIA, and on 
Monday one of his political allies, Raj 
Narain, actually named Ram. 

Only one newspaper, the Express, 
carried the story. One news agency 
also carried Naraln's charge, but later 
asked subscribers to kill the name. ^ > . 



and defended his record as a member 
of the Gandhi Cabinet 
*T have dealt with the. defttase 
ratus of the country for seyv^-ye 
and I have dealt with 
faction of the entire nation,** he Mid. 

While the Janata Md Lok Dal poll- 
, ticians battled each other, Ganf^.bai^^ 
beep fitting q^etly on the si^8dni^;f 
. She VTM a^uadtt 'ot having' cpn^ 
a hook by Sen. Patrick 
CfD-N^y.),. the former U3- 
' to who wrote that 

ess . Party 
le in the . 




Narain, the president of Singh's Lok ' , 

Dal party whom the Express 

scribed as not having "distinguished laspe. Jme ^e^ 

himseU hy sobriety" in Ws post, of- 
fered only one piece of circumstantial 




evidence to back the charge: the fact 
that Ram left the post of defense min- 
ister after India defeated Pakistan 
and became agriculture minister. 

That, Narain said, could indicate 
that Gandhi knew that Ram was feed- 
ing information to the CIA. • t.g /:* '' 

In denying the charge, Rw a^ 
tacked Singh for clearing members of • 
the present Cabinet before the gov- 



lent charge that .in- - 

unnained'^bi^-CNriyfb^ was in 
tbuch witlr^ ClEAi'*^iLater, in an edi- 
torial heiided “from to worse,** 
^e *riitt« attacked Narain and Singh 
fi^er^t Ram. ^ 

editorial also.defended 
iht pdjgflptt not printing'* Naraitt*S' 

. Whidi it '^eaUed 
**L£be1te^v’-.. . to a highly respected > 
ihiSv^^ialfi^ be the countnf** 



emment investigation is completed f:;. jirtaae^infafifar one day.** . 



*;r . Four lef^ing ' 




theu he'iB^^ 






